
This is an issue when <> render incorrectly, it can look very weird.

According to this post (mirror), it could be as simple as not using the correct encoding and can be
remedied with the correct package being included in the document:

Angle Brackets (Greater Than,
Less Than) show as upside
down question and exclaimation
marks

Check your encoding

\usepackage[T1]{fontenc}
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