Recommendations

For Coding and Concentrating

I'm a massive fan of the Simcity 4 soundtrack by Jerry Martin and I've been on a yearslong quest to

find similar music. Some of the recommendations in this reddit thread [mirror] are reasonably

good.

One of my favourite tracks from the SimCity 4 soundtrack is EpiCenter by The Humble Brothers

which is not available on the official soundtrack via spotify but various bootleg versions of it can be
found on youtube.

Pop/Rock

The Last Dinner Party - 2020s, Modern Rock

an all female rock band who made big waves in 2023. | first encountered their breakout hit Nothing

Matters via spotify's Al dj and I'm glad | did, they are probably the most exciting modern band that

I've encountered in about 10 years (the last being Haim whose debut album was the sound of my
2013). Every song they've released so far (at the time of writing - Dec 2023) has been absolute

gold. | think My Lady of Mercy and Sinner are in tight contention for second and third favourite.

Funk and Soul

Jungle - 2010s and 2020s, neo-soul, pop

Although Jungle are probably tangential to mainstream at this point, they've been around for a
while and you've more than likely heard their music in adverts or as background in restaurants. I've
been following Jungle since a friend shared them on instagram around 2014. | am a huge fan of
their blend of modern dancy sound with a funk/soul influence.As an entrypoint | highly recommend

Keep Moving (if you don't do slow intros, skip to 1m30s in the youtube link) which has a very clear
disco funk influence. When | saw them in Brighton in 2022 they even gave a nod to their disco
influence by playing a couple of choruses of the Bee Gees "Stayin' Alive" during an extended jam. |
would also recommend their first album in its entirety but, if pressed,


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=21cnHL-0XGA
https://www.reddit.com/r/simcity4/comments/cqi6vh/any_music_similar_to_simcity_4_soundtrack/
https://archive.jamesravey.me/archive/1707494291.529273/singlefile.html
https://www.discogs.com/artist/735524-The-Humble-Brothers
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pETz4IMmeDU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pETz4IMmeDU
https://brainsteam.co.uk/2023/06/17/xavier-the-spotify-dj/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mV76WmC5I4s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oFsJuYb42hw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7-lWzQd_xeQ
https://www.thelastdinnerparty.co.uk/
https://www.junglejunglejungle.com/

Time is an excellent runner up point for getting into this band.

Dirty Loops - Swedish Funk Outfit

Dirty Loops are a trio of incredibly talented musicians who take leaves out of the books of funk,
disco and pop greats. In particular, | have to recommend their Follow the Light aloum which they

recorded in collaboration with Vulfpecker and funk guitar extraordinaire, Cory Wong. The titular
song on the album is uplifting and fun and funky and Jonah channels Michael Jackson in the best

way possible. In fact, in a nod to his sound-a-like, Jonah leads the vocals on an excellent cover of

Thriller later on that album. Henrik's bass-lines are cool and crisp

Jazz and Jazz Fusion

Synthwave

Carpenter Brut - Synthwave, 80s Horror Aesthetic

One of the more mainstream Synthwave acts but one of the first acts that really lured me into the

genre. | remember listening to Roller Mobster off the EPII album and being captivated by the wall of
sound that hit me. It was like someone took the backing tracks to films from my childhood and
turned them up to 11. | think it is the unique blend of 80s style with modern sound engineering
techniques that gives it that effect. (NB: EPI, EPIl and EPIIl have since been re-released as "The

Trilogy"). CB's subsequent albums have also been pretty solid offerings. I'm a big fan of Beware

The Beast with Mat McNerney's vocals adding a certain je nais se quois to the whole track.

Jonny Fallout - Synthwave, Cyberpunk

| found Jonny Fallout by chance on Mastodon - he was giving away free downloads for one of his
albums on bandcamp. He tends to mix his sound up - managing to land somewhere between
between gentle chilled music "Night Drive" music and more aggressive fast-paced melodies that

you could run or jog to. The titular track on "Awake in a Garden of Stars" is a great example of this
kind of fusion.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5ItKS8bUUTA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-UBcxKiS550
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-UBcxKiS550
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m34byl2BT1o
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m34byl2BT1o
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qFfybn_W8Ak
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=98DDgbtE-eU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=98DDgbtE-eU
https://jonnyfallout.bandcamp.com/album/awake-in-a-garden-of-stars
https://www.dirty-loops.com/
https://carpenterbrut.com/
https://jonnyfallout.bandcamp.com/

